March 27, 2022
FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST
ST JOHN CLIMACUS
Parish Schedule
Mar. 26 (Sat) Divine Liturgy
5:00pm
+Andrew &+Mary Sabo req by son Andrew T. Sabo
Mar. 27 (Sun) FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST
ST JOHN CLIMACUS
Divine Liturgy
10:30am
+Nicholas Soltis req by Ann Dole & Family
Apr. 1 (Fri) THE AKATHIST HYMN
7:00pm
Apr. 2 (Sat) Divine Liturgy
5:00pm
+Very Rev. William R. Sabo, +Edward, +Eugene, +Michael
req by brother Andrew T. Sabo
Apr. 3 (Sun) FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST
ST MARY OF EGYPT
Divine Liturgy
10:30am
+Ruth Ann Seech req by Lou Ann Hunchak
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our Tithe to our Parish - March 20, 2022 - $2124.00
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of
Mar.27 thru Apr. 2 for +Joseph Sabol req by family.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family members who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in
need of our prayers.

Tillie Abraham, Ron Bishop, George Bodnar ,
Pamela Seech Dawson, Steve Fekete, Margaret Gegick, Kevin Ianni,
Ted Race, Helen Rizzi, Joseph Rusinko Sr.

MOUNT SAINT MACRINA
HOUSE OF PRAYER
April 5 6:30pm - 8:00pm
Lenten Tuesday Evening On Zoom
Theme: “Today”
With Deacon Stephen Russo
Registration Due : March 29 Offering: $30

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Good people of St. Stephen Parish
Glory to Jesus Christ!
We would like to express our deep gratitude for your gifts to our family following
the birth of Xenia. We feel both humbled and greatly supported by your generosity.
We are grateful and proud to be part of your community during this time of formation for ministry, and look forward to continuing to worship with you.
Joshua and Regina Johnson
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The 15th Egg Eggstravaganza will be held on Sunday, April 3, 2022 , from 12
noon - 4 PM. At St John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church, 20 East Main
Street, Uniontown. For more information, see flyer on bulletin board.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Lenten Prayer of St. Ephrem
Lord and Master of my life,
spare me from the spirit of indifference, despair,
lust for power, and idle chatter.
(Prostration)
Instead, bestow on me, your servant,
the Spirit of integrity, humility, patience, and love.
(Prostration)
Yes, O Lord and King, let me see my own sins
and not judge my brothers and sisters;
For you are blessed forever and ever. Amen

(Prostration)

SUNDAY OF ST. JOHN CLIMACUS

The Akathist Hymn
In the Byzantine Tradition, other forms of devotion to Mary appeared over the centuries. One of the most beloved is that called the Akathist Hymn. Akathist literally
means a hymn/prayer service sung without sitting. It is sung before the icon of the
Mother of God and consists of stanzas that offer titles of praise
and honor that are give to Mary At the end of each stanza, we
proclaim: Rejoice, O Bride and Maiden Ever-Pure! The
church is literally filled with song and hymns of praise.
The Byzantine Church is universally known for its profound
devotion to Mary, the Mother of God. In the iconographic tradition, there are perhaps as many icons of the Theotokos as
there are of any other person or event. She is know by many
titles and is beloved by everyone from unknown peasants and
little people in villages to the great theologians and bishops
and patriarchs throughout history.
Mary touches the feminine side of all of us with her tenderness and compassion. Her
maternal solicitude embraces all people, and there are probably more churches dedicated to her honor and under her protection than any other title
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

With the exception of the Bible and the Service Books, there is no work in Eastern
Christianity that has been studied, copied and translated more often than The Ladder
of Divine Ascent by St. John Climacus.
The Ladder of … What ??? … by St. John … Whom ???...
Ever Lent in Byzantine monasteries, it is appointed to be read aloud in church or in
the refectory, so that some monks will have listened to it as much as fifty or sixty
times in the course of their lifetime. The popularity of The Ladder in the East equals
that of The Imitation of Christ in the West, although the two books are quite different
in character.
St. John (6th century) lived in the desert of Sinai, at the foot of the
Mount where Moses spoke to God face to face. His book was called
The Ladder of Divine Ascent because it uses the literary image of a
ladder of thirty steps. It contained thirty chapters (one for each year
of the public life of the Lord) … detailing the thirty steps towards
conversion and new life in God.

He speaks of a Gospel way of life without compromise. He talks not
only of repentance, but of joy; not only of self-denial, but of entry
into the divine life. Let’s listen to some of his advice …
On Fasting … a person who is always looking after the belly (i.e., what we are to
eat) and at the same time hopes to control the spirit of evil desires is like someone trying to put out a fire with oil.
On Pride … most of the proud never really discover their true selves. They think
they have conquered their evil desires and they find out how poor they really are only
after they die.

Having suffered the Passion for us,
Jesus Christ, Son of God,
Have mercy, have mercy, have mercy on us!

On Humility… a tree naturally lifts its branches upwards when it has no fruit. The
more the branches bend, the more fruit you will find there. The meaning of this will be
clear to the one disposed to understand it.
Please note the image above for an icon of the Ladder of St. John.

