— SEPTEMBER 8, 2019
s SUNDAY BEFORE THE EXALTATION
NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS

Liturgical Schedule
Sept 7 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm

Intention of our Parish Family

Sept 8 (Sun) SUNDAY BEFORE THE EXALTATION
Feast of the NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS

Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Russell Prodan req by Ann Prodan

Sept 10 (Tue) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
+Helen Puhala
Parish Advisory Council Meeting 6:30pm
Sept 12 (Thu) Divine Liturgy 8:30am

+Fr. Edward Lucas req by Connie Dubvak

Sept 14 (Sat) EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
Divine Liturgy S3:00pm
+Teresa Spudik req by the Fedorchak Family

Sept 15 (Sun) SUNDAY AFTER THE EXALTATION
Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Eleanor Timko (90th Birthday) req by Karen Ianni
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Our Tithe to our Parish— September 1, 2019 - $3.874.00
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Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parvish family members
who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in need of our

prayers.

Tillie Abraham, Diana Abraham, Ron Bishop, Jude Bodnar, Marion Campbell,
Steve Fekete, Kevin Ianni, Clarence Rizzi, Helen Rizzi, Joseph Rusinko Sr,
Sue Sabol, Ruth Seech, Debbie Vasko

# The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen

Lord. God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of Sept 8 thru
Sept 14 for Eleanor Timko “Many Happy & Blessed Years”™

(The sanctuary lamp has many weeks open for special mtentions or memorials. If you would like to sched-
ule the lamp, please call the office on Monday momings to check which weeks are available.)
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WELCOME SEMINARIANS

This year we will once again have two seminarians assigned to our parish.
We welcome back David Vonderhoe who was with us last year, and we also
welcome Luke Iyengar who 1s coming to St. Stephen Parish for the first
time.

The seminarians will be with us on the second Sunday of the month and they
may have a second opportunity on some months. Let us offer them a warm
welcome!




GOD WITH US

ON LINE

The Directors of Religious Education for all the East-
ern Catholic Churches 1n the U.S. are excited to an-
nounce five live webinars this year.

These live webinars are offered free of charge in the
months September to January.

They will address topics such as:

An Introduction to Byzantine Faith & Spirituality

The Art of Bringing Others to Christ

An Introduction to Eastern Catholic Bible Study
Preparing for the Feast of the Nativity

The Mystery of Inifiation & Identity of the People of God

This 1s a wonderful opportunity for us to grow in our faith, our life and our spiritu-
al understanding.

Details and descriptions of these webinars, as well as registration nformation,
have been sent to all on our parish email list. If by chance you did not receive this
info, please contact Fr John as soon as possible so that you do not muss out on this
marvelous opportunity.

THE NATIVITY OF THE MOTHER OF GOD

The month of September 1s the beginning of the liturgical year in the Byzantine Tradi-
tion. In the ancient Byzantine Empire, the civil New Y ear began on September 1, and

so the churches that followed the Byzantine Tradition, also opened their new year on
this date.

It 1s striking, then, that the first major feast that 1s celebrated 1n the Byzantine Church-
es 1n the new liturgical year ... 1s the Nativity of the Mother of God. In her birth, the
events of our salvation are already beginning to unfold.

Let us listen to a selection of the verses from the Vesper Service

for this feast ... as they express for us the mner meaning of this
feast:

Today is the beginning of our salvation, O people, for be-
hold, the Mother and Virgin who was chosen from all gen-
erations to be the habitation of God is born and comes
M| forth from the barren one ... She is the flower from Jesse
A and possesses the rod from his root ...

Indeed some famous barren women have given birth by the will of
God; but the nativity of Mary surpasses all nativities in honor and
splendor ... for she was born in a miraculous way of a barren mother,
and she herself gave birth in the flesh to the God of all, incarnate in
her womb without human seed against the laws of nature ... she alone

is the door through which the only-begotten Son of God has passed
while leaving it sealed ...

On this day a great joy has shone upon us from the two just ones, Joa-
chim and Arme; and this jov is the most honorable Virgin. Becaiise of
her purity, she will become a living temple of God ...

When God breaks into our world, the laws of nature are overcome ... and He shows

us clearly that his plan of salvation 1s not due 1n any part to our own devices ... but is
his freely given and total gift to us.

We, for our part, rejoice and celebrate the mighty works of God 1n our nudst. Thus,
each feastday 1s truly a day of celebration!






